Abstract: A large number of Rajbanshi people had moved out of Koch Bihar, West Bengal in search of livelihood. This paper finds out the reason behind this out-migration and seeks to understand its nature. This is an ethnographic study. The reasons of migration stated by the Rajbanshi migrants have been examined with the relevant secondary data. Separate BORDA Composite Indices for demographic and economic attributes for all the districts of West Bengal had been constructed. In addition, similar Indices for rural employment as well as income and different amenities present in villages of all the districts of West Bengal have been constructed. Based on these indices it can be inferred that the performance of Koch Bihar district is not satisfactory. The analysis highlighted that livelihood migration among this particular community is due to certain compelling forces.
I. INTRODUCTION
This paper seeks to understand the reasons behind the out-migration for earning a livelihood of the Rajbanshis from Koch Bihar, West Bengal to Jaipur, Rajasthan. The reasons Stated by these Rajbanshi migrants of their coming out of the native place have been analyzed with the relevant secondary data -mainly, official data --in order to understand the nature of this livelihood-driven migration.
Before understanding the nature of the livelihood migration among the people belonging to the Rajbanshi community here it will be appropriate to understand their historical background. The Rajbanshi community was both indigenous and predominant Hindu population in northern part of West Bengal. They were backward in terms of education and agriculture was their major occupation. Prior to the Indian independence, they were victims of deteriorating economic condition i.e., their transformation from landholders to sharecroppers due to domination of the immigrant "upper caste Hindu Bengalis", identity crisis as well as divide and policy rule of the colonial government.
After independence, in India the Rajbanshis got settled in West Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya and Bihar. In West Bengal they are mainly concentrated in the Koch Bihar district which was a Princely State during the colonial period. After Indian independence, the Princely State was merged with India and an "Instrument of Accession" was signed on 12 th September 1949. Prior to that both the sides signed a merger agreement on 28 th August 1949. The Maharaja of the then Cooch Behar, Jagaddipendranarayana Bhup Bahadur signed the agreement only after certain arrangements were made on his part one being the recognition of Cooch Behar State as "a Centrally-administered area under a Chief Commissioner" after merging with India which was also confirmed by the then Governor General of India V.P. Menon through a letter to the Maharaja dated 30 th August, 1949. But, it was forcefully incorporated as a district of West Bengal on 1 st January 1950 as a result of the role played by the then Chief Minister of West Bengal, Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy. Soon after this the State language of West Bengal, its history and culture were forced upon this people. The partition of 1947 led to the influx of refugees from East Pakistan to different parts of India, which was also the case in Koch Bihar district of West Bengal. As a result the lands earlier belonged to the Rajbanshis were occupied by the refugees. The Indian Government supported this kind of infiltration of the refugees. They also supported immigrants from Bangladesh, which is also continuing at present. The land reform policy of the country benefitted these refugees and immigrants whereas land alienation occurred among the Rajbanshis and their State were deteriorated.
Going by the census data it emerges that the Rajbanshis are relatively deprived if we compare their status with the Namasudras, the Jalia Kaibarittas and the other population (includes both General and Other Backward Caste Population) in terms of level of urbanization, literacy rate, level of educational attainment and the types of works engaged with. The pamphlets of different organization and political parties who are behind the Kamtapur movement also reflect the same. Further, the underdevelopment led unemployment situation in DOI: 10.9790/0837-2205090108 www.iosrjournals.org 2 | Page north Bengal region forced the people belonging to this community to migrate from their homeland for earning their livelihood and became diaspora within India and outside more prominently to the Jaipur district of Rajasthan since 1965, which is continuing at present. Figure 1 Outmigration from Koch Bihar, West Bengal to Jaipur, Rajasthan in India II. LITERATURE REVIEW Migration for earning a livelihood has been conceptualized as both voluntary and involuntary as can be observed from different researches in the past. The scholars who believed the voluntary nature of livelihood migration based their arguments on the rational calculation of the pros and cons of the destination place that a migrant will do before migrating (Ravenstine, 1885; Lewis, 1954; Ranis and Fei,1961; Harris and Todaro, 1970) . On the other hand those scholars who viewed livelihood migration as involuntary Stated that there exist different factors such as class relations; divide and rule policy; slave trade; economic stagnation due to war, lopsided development, underutilization of labour force due to less economic opportunities and failure of economic policies which compel a person to migrate outside (Kautsky, III. METHODOLOGY This paper is based on an ethnographic study of the Rajbanshi migrants in Jaipur, Rajasthan. Narrative enquiry was done in order to find out the reasons behind their out-migration from their native place Koch Bihar, West Bengal. These migrants are undocumented and therefore the actual population is unknown. A sample size of one hundred fifty households of Rajbanshi migrants had been taken for this particular study. Sample population was selected through purposeful random sampling 2 . Both primary data obtained from the fieldwork and secondary data collected from different government reports had been triangulated. Triangulation was also attempted during analysis. Both qualitative and quantitative analysis had been done. Under quantitative analysis, simple percentage calculation had been done wherever it was required. In order to calculate the present level of Development of the districts of West Bengal,Borda composite index 3 had been constructed. It is a rank based composite index. First different indicators were chosen. The districts were ranked accordingly in terms of each indicator. All the ranks obtained by each district were then added up which gave the composite score. These composite scores were written in a separate column. Based on these composite values Borda rank was provided. Lower the composite value higher is the Borda rank and vice versa. Three Borda composite indices had been constructed each for demographic attributes, economic attributes, rural employment as well as income and percentage of villages having different amenities.
Source: Census of India
It is important to mention here that detailed district level data of the Rajbanshis in West Bengal related to various indicators were not available except their population size. Therefore, it was necessary to draw certain inferences from the rural scheduled caste data of Koch Bihar. The Rajbanshi community comprised about 76 percent of the total rural scheduled caste population in Koch Bihar in 2011. Therefore, the rural scheduled caste data of Koch Bihar had been analyzed which provided a good idea about the condition of the Rajbanshis in the district.
IV. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
Ethnographic findings show variety of reasons for out-migration from Koch Bihar. About 47 percent of the sample population Stated that the income, which they used to earn in Koch Bihar, was not sufficient for their survival. 31 percent sample migrants stated unemployment as the reason for migration. 13 percent stated that they were not getting job throughout the year. Only seven percent of the respondents Stated that they migrated because of better opportunities and a meager one percent identified personal problems (family problems, party related problems etc.) as the reason for migration. The ethnographic findings also show that about 92 percent of the sample population was compelled to migrate out of Koch Bihar, West Bengal. However, there is dearth of secondary data, which can reflect when this type of out-migration among the Rajbanshi population started. Nevertheless, the information obtained out of interviews put forward an idea that this out-migration started from 1965 onwards and was in its peak since the 1990"s. What led to this situation needs to be analyzed in terms of both levels of development of the district as well as the condition of the community.
Koch Bihar district comprised of a large percentage of scheduled caste population, which was about 50. 17 However, it was lower than that of the State during the same period. In 2011, the district was categorized with low Population density. The district"s sex ratio between 1961(889 females per thousand males) and 2001(949 females per thousand males) was higher than the State average but it became slightly lesser in 2011(942 females per thousand males) compared to the State average (949 females per thousand males). Nevertheless, Koch Bihar had a favourable sex ratio since 1961 onwards. During 2011, the district was under moderate category when compared to all other districts of West Bengal. In addition, the Rajbanshi population also had a favourable sex ratio over the years (943 females per thousand males in 2011). This tendency in Koch Bihar district over the years might be due to male selective and family migration 4 . This may be possibly the case among the Rajbanshis also.
This particular district is low urbanized. During 2011, it was having only 10 percent urban population and ranked eighteen when compared with all other districts of West Bengal. Only three percent of the Rajbanshi population in the district was urbanized. Although Koch Bihar had a moderate literacy rate of 75 percent in 2011 with a narrowing male-female gap but in terms of level of education, about 28 percent were in below primary level, 29 percent in primary and 22 percent in high school level. Only seven percent, eight percent and four percent of the total literates were having secondary, higher secondary and three-year degree level of education respectively. The literacy rate of rural scheduled caste population was 84 percent with a narrowing male-female gap. However, in terms of level of education, 29 percent was in below primary level, 31 percent in primary and 22 percent in high school level, seven percent in secondary, six percent in higher secondary and a miniscule of two percent in college education. According to the Borda Composite Index constructed for demographic attributes, Koch Bihar ranked sixteenth out of nineteen districts. A look into the occupational structure of Koch Bihar reveals that about 32.34 percent and 34.74 percent of the total workers were cultivators and agricultural labourers respectively. Among the rural scheduled caste community about 33 percent and 26 percent of the total workers were cultivators and agricultural labourers. Therefore, it is well understood that more than 50 percent of the total population in both the cases were engaged in agriculture according to census 2011. However, agriculture and allied activities contributed only 37 percent of the NDDP at constant (2004) (2005) Analyzing the village level data for the different districts in 2011 provides us a clear idea about the condition of villages in Koch Bihar in terms of availability of different amenities compared to other districts of West Bengal. In Koch Bihar 90 percent of villages had educational facilities (ranked twelfth), 52 percent of villages had medical facilities (ranked thirteenth), 99 percent of villages had drinking water facilities (ranked ninth), 24 percent of villages had post office (ranked ninth), 89 percent of villages had telephone connections (ranked sixteenth), 32 percent of villages had transport and communication facilities (ranked twelfth), eight percent of villages had banking facilities (ranked tenth), nine percent of villages had agricultural and credit societies (ranked ninth), 49 percent of villages were approached by pucca roads (ranked sixth) and all the villages were electrified 5 . According to the Borda Composite Index constructed for percentage of villages having different amenities, Koch Bihar ranked eleventh out of eighteen districts excluding Kolkata. 5 This is similar in other districts also. 
